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Appendix F: Changing Context - RSS development stages 
timeline within a national context 
 
Regionally produced and Central Government produced publications. 
 
Regionally 
produced 
document  

Stage in the process of the revision  Date/date 
range 

Nationally 
produced 
document 

    
    
Panel Report 
Submitted  
 

Draft RSS for the South West 
Examination in Public Panel Report 

December 
2007 
 

 

    
    
 Department of Transport’s response to the Eddington Transport Study 

and the Stern review of the economics of climate change.  
Punished DfT. 
 
www.dft.gov.uk/about/strategy/transportstrategy/ 
 

30 October 
2007 

Towards a 
Sustainable 
Transport 
System  

    
 Response to the Governments Housing Green paper. NHPAU. 

 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/supplynewhomes 
 

26 October 
2007 

Developing a 
target range 
for the supply 
of new 
homes,  

    
 Feasibility study announced for proposed 16km tidal barrage across the 

Severn Estuary, announced by Secretary of State for Business. 
26 Sept 
2007 

UK’s first 
tidal Energy 
scheme  

    
Panel Report 
Published on 
the draft RSS 
for the South 
East 

Examination in Public  
November 2006 – March 2007 
 
www.gos.gov.uk/gose/planning/regionalPlanning/southEastPlan/ 
 

29 August 
2007 

 

    
 Proposals for future unitary structures announced including those in the 

South West Region for Cornwall, Wiltshire and Exeter. 
25 July 
2007 

Nine 
proposals for 
unitary status 
announced 

    
 Delivering a Sustainable Railway and supporting documents published. 

 
www.dft.gov.uk/about/strategy/whitepapers/whitepapercm7176/ 
 

24 July 
2007 

Rail White 
Paper 

    
 Homes for the Future and supporting documents published, 

 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/homesforfuture 
 

23 July 
2007 

Housing 
Green Paper  

    
 Flooding in northern part of the SW Region. Particularly affected were 

the towns of Gloucester and Tewksbury on the River Severn and those 
on the River Thames 

20 July 
2007 

Extreme 
weather 
conditions 
across 
southern 
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Regionally 
produced 
document  

Stage in the process of the revision  Date/date 
range 

Nationally 
produced 
document 
England. 
 

    
 Published. H M Treasury, Dept for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 

Reform, & Dept for Communities and Local Government. 
 
www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/spending_review/spend_csr07/reviews/ 
subnational_econ_review.cfm 
 

17 July 
2007 

Sub-National 
Review of 
Economic 
Development 
and 
Regeneration. 

    
    
 Close of EiP 7 July 

2007 
 

    
 Published by Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 

 
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/strategy/ 
 

24 May 
2007 

Waste 
Strategy for 
England 2007 

    
 Meeting the Energy Challenge, Published by Department of Trade and 

Industry. 
 
www.dti.gov.uk/energy/whitepaper/page39534.html 
 

23 May 
2007 

Energy White 
Paper  

    
 Consultation Documents Published by Secretaries of State for 

Communities and Local Government, Trade and Industry, Transport 
and Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 
 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/ 
planningsustainablefuture 
 

21 May 
2007 

Planning for a 
Sustainable 
Future White 
Paper  

 Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West 
 
Examination in Public  
Thistle Hotel  
Exeter 

Sessions 
covering 
10 Weeks  

 

    
Final EiP 
Programme 

Start of EiP 17 April 
2007 

 

    
SWRA  
 

The Revised DCLG Household Projections and the Draft RSS 
Current Position and 4(4) Authority Advice 
 
Regional Spatial Planning and Transport Group 
 

8 February 
2007 

 

    
 Published. H M Treasury and DLGC 5 Dec 2006 Barker 

Review of 
Land Use 
Planning,  

    
 Transport's role in sustaining UK's Productivity and Competitiveness: 

The Case for Action. Published. H M Treasury and DfT 
1 Dec 2006 Eddington 

Report  
    
 Progress Report DfT December 

2006 
Air Transport 
White Paper  
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Regionally 
produced 
document  

Stage in the process of the revision  Date/date 
range 

Nationally 
produced 
document 

    
 Consultation Draft Published, DCLG December 

2006 
PPS1 
Planning and 
Climate 
Change 
(Supplement 
to PPS1) 

    
 Towards Zero Carbon Development, Consultation Draft Published, 

DCLG 
December 
2006 

Building a 
Greener 
Future:  

    
 Published DCLG 7 Dec 2006 PPS25 

Development 
and Flood 
Risk 

    
 Published DCLG November 

2006 
PPS3 Housing 

    
 On the Economics of Climate change, Published H M Treasury and 

Cabinet Office 
30 October 
2006 
 

Stern Review  

SWRA 
 

New Household Projections – RPB Response 
Regional Spatial Planning and Transport Group 

5 October 
2006 
 

 

    
 Further work on the implications of the revised forecasts. DCLG 23 June 

2006 
Ruth Kelly 
letter 

    
    
Published 
Draft RSS 

Placed on Deposit for public consultation 6 June 06 
 to 30 
August 06 

 

    
Regional 
Economic 
Strategic 
Strategy for 
the South 
West 
2006 – 2015  

Published by South West Regional Development Agency 23 May 
2006 

 

    
 Draft Published May 2006 The Draft 

Conservation 
(Natural 
Habitats &c) 
(Amendment) 
(England and 
Wales) 
Regulations  

    
Submission 
letter 

Draft RSS to GOSW 12 May 
2006 

 

    
Draft RSS To 
GOSW 

Submitted Draft RSS 24 April 
2006 
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Regionally 
produced 
document  

Stage in the process of the revision  Date/date 
range 

Nationally 
produced 
document 

    
 Published by the Government 14 March 

2006 
Revised 
Household 
Forecasts 

    
Pre 
submission 
draft 

Approved by Regional Assembly 10 March 
2006 

 

    
 Letter from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to all planning 

authorities (including Regional Planning Bodies). 
9 March 
2006 

Requirement 
to undertake 
HRA of 
development 
plans was 
confirmed 
 

    
 Published by ODPM 2 February 

2006 
Circular 01/06 
(ODPM), 
Planning for 
Gypsy and 
Traveller 
Caravan Sites. 
 

    
RSS Winter 
Debate 

Consultation November 
/December 
2005 

 

    
 Published by Office of the Deputy Prime Minister November 

2005. 
Sustainability 
Appraisal of 
Regional 
Spatial 
Strategies and 
Local 
Development 
Frameworks  

    
RSS 
Consultation 
Events 

Environment and Green Infrastructure Policies conference (EGIP)   17 August 
2005 

 

    
 Published by ODPM August 

2005 
PPS 9 
Biodiversity 
and 
Geological 
Conservation 

    
 Published by ODPM 21 July 

2005 
PPS10 
Planning for 
Sustainable 
Waste 
Management 

    
RSS Summer 
Debate 

Consultation July 2005  
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Regionally 
produced 
document  

Stage in the process of the revision  Date/date 
range 

Nationally 
produced 
document 

    
RSS 
Consultation 
Events 

Delivering a Sustainable Future for Rural Communities conference 
(DSFRC) on the 

11 July 
2005 

 

RSS 
Consultation 
Events 

Inspiring Urbanism (IU) conference on the  30 June 
2005 

 

RSS 
Consultation 
Events 

Regional Transport Forum (RTF) held on the 23 June 
2005 

 

 The UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy, Published. 
Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
 

7 March 
2005 

'Securing the 
Future' 
 

    
The Way 
Ahead 
 

Launched at the Sustainable Communities Summit. 
SWRDA, GOSW and SWRA 

1 February 
2005 

 

    
Integrated 
Regional 
Strategy 

Just Connect! Published November 
2004 

 

    
The Joint 
Study Area 

Technical work  Spring 
2004 and  
September 
2005. 

 

    
 Published.  

  
RSS & LDFs 

25 May 
2004 

Planning and 
Compulsory 
Purchase Act, 
2004, Section 
5. 

    
Launch of 
process 

RSS Revision 31 March 
2004 

 

    
 Published HM Treasury, ODPM 17 March 

2004 
Barker 
Review of 
Housing 
Supply. 

    
 The White Paper, DfT,  16 Dec 

2003. 
The Future of 
Air Transport 

    
 (Sustainable Communities: Building for the future) Published ODPM 5 February 

2003 
Communities 
Plan  

    
 Regional Planning Guidance for the South West, Published GOSW 12 Sept 

2001 
RPG (10)  

    
Regional 
Sustainability 
Development 
Framework 

A Sustainable Future for the South West Published 15 March 
2001 
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Regionally 
produced 
document  

Stage in the process of the revision  Date/date 
range 

Nationally 
produced 
document 

Panel Report 
Published 
 

Public Examination March 2000 19 July 
2000 

Regional 
Planning 
Guidance for 
the South 
West 
(RPG10) 
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